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June 14 , 2007 

TO: 	 ALL COUNTY CLERKS/REGISTRARS OF VOTERS/PROPONENT 
(07076) 

--\--~ (U'2FROM : 
KATHERINE MONTGOMERY 
Elections Analyst 

SUBJECT 	 INITIATIVE #1247 

Pursuant to Elections Code section 336 , we transmit herewith a copy of the Title 
and Summary prepared by the Attorney General on a proposed initiative 
measure entitled: 

MARRIAGE. ELIMINATION OF 

DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIP RIGHTS. 


CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. 


The proponents of the above-named measure are: 

Larry Bowler 
Ra ndy Thomasson 
P.O. Box 1978 
Sacramento , CA 95812 



#1247 


MARRIAGE. ELIMINATION OF 

DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIP RIGHTS. 


CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. 


CIRCULATING AND FILI NG SCHEDULE 


1. 	 Minimum number of signatures required: .. 694,354 
California Constitution, Article II , Section 8(b) 

2. 	 Official Summary Oate : ................. Thursd ay, 06/14/07 


3. 	 Petitions Sections: 

a. 	 First day Proponent can circulate Sections for 
signatures (EC §336) ........................... .. 	 .. ... Thursday, 06/1 4/07 


b. 	 Last day Proponen t can circulate and file 
with the county. All sections are to be filed at the 
same time within each county (EC §336, 9030(a)) ........Tuesday, 11 /13/07" 

c. 	 Last day for county to determine total number of 
signatures affixed to petitions and to transmit total 
to the Secretary of State (EC §9030(b)).. .. .................. Tuesday, 11/27/07 


(If the Propollent files the petition with the county on a date prior to 
11/13/07, the county has eight work ing days from the f'ling of the petition 
to determine the total number of signatures affi xed to the petition and to 
transmit the total to the Secretary of State) (EC §9030(b)). 

d. 	 Secretary of State determines whether the total number 

of signatures filed with all county clerks/registrars of 

voters meets the minimum number of required signatures 
and notifies the counties. . .. ......................... Thursday, 12/06/07"" 


e. 	 Last day for county to determine total number of qualified 

voters who signed the petition , and to transmit certificate 

with a blank copy of the petition to the Secretary of State 
(EC §9030(d)(e)).... ............... ..... . ........... Tuesday, 01/22/08 

~ Date adjusted for official deadline, which falls on a Weekend/Holiday (EC § 15) 

"~Da te varies based on the date of county receipt 




INITIATIVE #1247 
Circulating and Filing Schedule continued: 

(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to determine the number of 
qualified voters who signed the petition on a date other than 12/06/07, the 
last day is no later than the thirtieth working day after the county's receipt 
of notification). (EC §9030(d)(e)). 

f. 	 If the signature count is more than 763 ,790 or less than 
659 ,637 then the Secretary of State certifies the petition as 
qualified or failed, and notifies the counties. If the signature 
count is between 659 ,637 and 763,790 inclusive, then the 
Secretary of State notifies the counties using the random 
sampling technique to determine the val idity of all 

signatures (EC §9030(f)(g); 9031 (a)) ................................. Friday, 02/01/08' 


g. 	Last day for county to determine actual number of all qualified 
voters who signed the petition, and to transmit certificate 
with a blank copy of the petition to the Secreta ry of State. 
(EC §9031(b)(c)). ........ . ..................... Tuesday, 03/18/08 

(If the Secreta ry of State notifies the county to determine the number of 
qualified voters who have signed the petition on a date other tha n 
02/01/08 , the last day is no later than the thirtieth working day after the 
county's receipt of notification) 
(EC §9031(b)(c)) . 

h. 	 Secretary of State certifies whether the petition has been 
signed by the number of qualified voters required to declare 
the petition sufficient (EC §9031(d); 9033) ........... Saturday, 03/22/08" 

' Date vanes based on the date of county receipt 



IMPORTANT POINTS 


• 	 Californ ia law prohibits the use of signatures, names and addresses 
gathered on initiative petitions for any purpose other than to qualify the 
initiat ive measure for the ballot. This means that the petitions cannot be 
used to create or add to mailing lists or similar lists for any purpose , 
including fund ra is ing or requests for su pport , Any such misuses 
constitutes a crime under California law. Elections Code section 18650; 
Bi/ofsky v. Oeukmejian (1981) 124 Cal App. 3d 825, 177 Ca l. Rptr. 62 1, 
63 Ops. Cal. Atty. Gen. 37 (1980) 

• 	 Please refer to Elections Code sections 100, 101, 104, 9001, 9008, 
9009, 9021, and 9022 for appropriate format and type consideration in 
printing, typing and otherwise preparing your initiative petition for 
circulation and signatures. Please send a copy of the petition after you 
have it printed. This copy is not for our review or approval , but to 
supplement our file. 

• 	 Your attention is directed to the campaign disclosure requirements of the 
Political Reform Act of 1974, Government Code section 81000 et seq. 

• 	 When writ ing or calling state or county elections officials, provide the 
official title of the initiative which was prepared by the Attorney General. 
Use of this title will assist election s officials in referencing the proper file. 

• 	 When a petition is presented to the county elections official fo r filing by 
someone other than the proponent, the required authorization shall 
include the name or names of the persons filing the petition. 

• 	 When filing the petition with the county elections official, please provide 
a blank petition for elections official use. 



Date: June 14, 2007 
initi<1tJve t\o. 07·0014 

The Attornt:y GClltral of California h<:ls prepared the following title and summary of tht chief 
pU'l)ose and points of the proposed measure: 

MARRIAGE. ELlMIN.~TION OF DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIP RIGHTS. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. Amt:ncls tht: C<:Ilifllrnia Constitution to provide thai only 

marriage between Ollt: lllall and one W01ll31l is valid or re(;Ogniz~d in Culifornia. Prohihi ts 

dCL:reasing lTIaJTiage rights shared by one man Jnd one woman. Voids or makes unenforceable 

certain rights and obligations conferred by California luw on same·sex ilnd heterosexual couples 

registered as domesti<.: partners, concerning subjt::ct areas including, but not limited to, 

community propcl1y, intestate succession, stepparent adopt ion, child custody, chi ld supp0l1, 

hospital visitation. health care decisions for an incapacitated panner, insurance benefits, death 

benefits, and recovery for wrongful death. Summary of est imate by Legislative Analyst and 

Director of Finance of fisc<lJ impact on state and local govcmmcnt: Unknown, but potcntial 

increased C('Ists for statl: and local govl:rnmcnts. Thl,; impal,;t w(luld depcnd inlargl,; p,J11 on future 

coul1 int<:llJretutions. (I niti ali ve 07·0014.) 
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F!LED
In the office of the Secretary of Stale 

of the Slale of California 

JUN 142007 

Ie 

June J 4,2007 

Debra Bowc;:n 
Secretury of Swte 
1 500 - J 1111 Street, 51h 

nOM 

Sacram~nlo, CA 95&14 

RE: 	 Title and Summary for Initiati ve No. 07-001 4 
TITLE: 	 MARRlAGE. EUMINATION OF DOM ESTIC PARTNERSHIP RIGHTS. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. 

Dear Ms. Bowen: 

Pursuant to the provisions in sections 336 and 9004 of the Elections Code, enclosed please 
find a copy of the Title <Jnd Summary issued for Initiative Number 07-00 J 4 and tex! of the proposed 
measure. 

Should you have any questions rcg<lrding the <lbove, please do not hesitu le to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

~IOW~ HL4"~ 
TONI MELTON 
Initialivt; Secretary 

Fur EDMUND G. BROWN m. 
Attor!lt,;y Gt;I"l<'!l"al 

Endosllrcs 

Prop(ln-':Ilt ~' puhlic; in/()1"I11Uliull: 

Larry Bowlt,;f 
R.andy TllUJnass()1l 
V0IcYesMarriugc.t~(Jm 

P.O. Box JSl78 
Sa<.:rall1<.!Il\(l, CA 95812 

http:DEP.�IRTME.YT


«-E.CEIVEO 
MAY - I 2007 

INITIATIVE COORDINATOR 
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE 

/v\a.i I 
Ms. Patricia Gah'~ll 
Initiat ive Courdinator 
Oflict of the Attorney Gc.:!1cral 
Stale of Ca li fornia 
P.O. Gox 944255 
SacrallH::nto, ('A 94244-2550 

Re: Rc.:qucst for Tille and Summw'Y for Proposed Initiative 

Dtaf Ms. Galvun, 

Pursuant to Arlicle 1 1, Section IO(d) afihe Califomia Constitution, we an! submitting 
to your office the attacll ed proposed slate\vicle Constitutional Amendment. entitled "The 
Vuttrs' Right to }i)'otel:l Marriagt: Initiative," und (.;orcliaJiy n.:quest thut yuu pn.:p:.Jre all 

unbiased Title and Summary orlhe measure as provided by law. We have also incluJl!d with 
this letter the required signed statement under California Electi ons Code, Section 9608, our 
voter registration addresses, and payment in the amoul1l of $200. 

Thank you very much for your time and service. Should you h<lve any questions or 
require additional information, YOll can contact us through VoteYesMaITiage.com, P.O. Box 
J 978, Sacramento, CA 9581 2 . 

Randy Thomasson 

http:VoteYesMaITiage.com


INITIATII "E MEA SU RE TO liE SCM ITTEIl IJIRECTLY TO I"OTERS 

Section 1 . Title 
This amendillent is The Vote rs· Ril;hl to p]"(lt~ct Marriage Inilijlivi.! 

Sccti on 2: Marriage for One tvhtn and One Woman Bcnejjts Children, Families, and Society 

The People of California have a compell ing responsibili ty 10 protect the essence of 
marriage by ensuring thai the civil inst itlltion OfJllZl rriage between one mOll and olle woman is 
1101 abolished or diminIshed. The People find that marriage between 011t' man and one WOllnln 

is diminished when govemmcnt decreases statulOry rights, incidents, or emp loyee benefits of 
marriage shared by one man and one \Voman, or when government requires pri vate entities \0 

orrer or p rov ide rights, incidents, or bene fits of marriage to 1I1l1ll:lrried in clivid ll :ll s. or wllcn 
govemmenl bestows statutory rights, incidents, or employee benefits of man-iagc on 
unmarried individuals, The People futiher find and declare that it is in a child's best interest 10 

have both a father and a mother, and that marriage rights fo r one man and one woman must he 
protected for the we\l·being of children, fami lies, and society. 

Section 3 : VotcYcs to Protect Marringe from being Abo lished or Diminished 
Seetioll 1.1 of Article J of the Constitution is added to read: 

SEC. 1.1 . Only marriage hel\Veen Olle man and one woman is va lid or rccogl1l zed in 
California, whether con tracted in th is stale or elsewhere. Neither the Legis lature nor any 
court, governmell t institution, government agency, initiative statute, loca l gov'ernmenl, or 
government official shall abol ish the civ il inst.itution ofmurriage bctween one man and one 
woman, or decrease statutory righ ts, incidents, or employee benefits of marriage shared hy 
one man and one woman, or require pr ivate en tities to offer or provide rights , incidents, or 
benefi ts of marriage to ullmarried individua ls, or bestow statuto ry righ ts, inciden ts , or 
employee bencCits of marriage 011 ullmarried individuals. Any puhlic act, record, or judic ia l 
proceerling, fi'Olll wi thin til lS siate or another jurisdiction, that violates this sec tion is void illJd 
unenforceable. 


